
Increasingly, traditional wood logs are being sold by the 

‘cubic metre’ because it is difficult to compare weight due 

to the great variation in their moisture content, which in turn 

has a significant effect on heat output. 

For example, fresh cut wood logs can have a moisture content 

in excess of 60%, seasoned wood logs would typically be 

between 25-35%, kiln dried logs are under 20%. 

In order for the Hotties manufacturing process to work 

effectively, the moisture content of the recycled clean wood 

must be between 3.5 and 5%, this ensures that Hotties logs 

are the lowest moisture content of all wood.

1. Assumes 1m3 roundwood = 2m3 bulk chopped logs.
2. Assumes 13% moisture content - much drier than most wood log deliveries 
3. Assumes elm wood at 620 kg/m3

4. To calculate tonnage of woodlogs we have multiplied the cost by 3.22
5. Heat output varies with species.
These tables are a guide only and provided in good faith. 

1. Assumes 1m3 roundwood = 2m3 bulk chopped logs.
2. Assumes 13% moisture content - much drier than most wood log deliveries
3. Assumes softwood density at its average of 500kg/m3

4. To calculate tonnage of woodlogs we have multiplied the cost by 4.0. 
5. Heat output varies with species. 

Wood type price moisture heat output heat cost 
 per m3 content per kw/h pence-kw/h

Hotties  4% 4.90 7.86
£385 per tonne 

Woodlogs at £75 20% 3.98 7.54
  30% 3.39 8.85
equiv. £300 per tonne 40% 2.81 10.68
  50% 2.23 13.45

Woodlogs  at £100 20% 3.98 10.05
  30% 3.39 11.80 
equiv. £400 per tonne 40% 2.81 14.23 
  50% 2.23 17.94

Woodlogs at £125 20% 3.98 12.56
  30% 3.39 14.75
equiv. £500 per tonne 40% 2.81 17.79 
  50% 2.23 22.42

Wood type price moisture heat output heat cost 
 per m3 content   per kw/h pence-kw/h

Hotties  4% 4.90 7.86
£385 per tonne 

Woodlogs at £75 20% 3.98 6.08
  30% 3.39 7.14
equiv. £242 per tonne 40% 2.81 8.61
  50% 2.23 10.85

Woodlogs  at £100 20% 3.98 8.09
  30% 3.39 9.50 
equiv. £322 per tonne 40% 2.81 11.46 
  50% 2.23 14.44

Woodlogs at £125 20% 3.98 10.13
  30% 3.39 11.89
equiv. £403 per tonne 40% 2.81 14.34 
  50% 2.23 18.07

Are hotties better value than ordinary wood logs?

Questions you need to ask about your wood fuel: 

How is your ‘load’ of wood logs measured?

Is its moisture level known (and verifiable)? 

Is it hardwood or softwood, and what species?
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Using this chart, it is possible to plan out the cost/heat 

output comparison of wood logs to Hotties. The resulting 

tables below show that wood logs need to be very low in 

both cost and moisture to compete with Hotties.

source: European Wood Fuels Handbook

Notes: 


